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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant hereby 

notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached 

Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem material to patentability 

of the claims of the above-identified application. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,636,106, issued January 18, 1972; 
WO 99/29663, published June 17, 1999; 
. U.S. Patent No. 3,541,146, issued November 17, 1970; 
U.K. Patent No. 1,440,624, pubhshed June 23, 1976; 
U.K. Patent No. 1 , 1 96,657, published July 1 , 1 970; and 
Nitrogen, No. 157, September-October 1985. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith, along with a copy of the 
corresponding Communication fi-om a Foreign Patent Office. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (without a Statement Under 
37 C.F.R § 1.97(e)) after the later of three months fi-om the apphcation's filing date and the 
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mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before a Final Office Action, Notice of 

Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application (whichever is 

eariier), and therefore a check for the fee of $180.00 under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is attached. 

Please charge any necessary fee or credit any overpayment in connection with this Information 

Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. A duplicate copy of this paper is 

attached. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant does not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted. 





SUGHRUE, MION, ZINN, /John T. Callahan 

MACPEAK & SEAS, PLLC Vgigistration No. 32,607 

2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-3213 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

Date: March 26, 2001 
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